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One goal of the program is to help you think like a Capitalist 

• “Capitalism” is our economic system – businesses, banks, stores, factories, etc.  
• In “Capitalism” people can accumulate wealth – they can get rich. 

 
Why teach Capitalism as part of job training? Why teach you to think like a 
Capitalist, when first you have to think like an employee? 

• The skills you learn to get a job are the same skills you learn to get ahead in business 
• A job is the first rung on the ladder – we want you to keep climbing 
• To make sure you know that everybody stumbles, everybody fails. What matters is that 

you pick yourself up, learn from what happened and keep moving forward 
• To make sure you understand that thinking like a Capitalist applies to every part of your 

life, whether you're an employee or employer.  ALWAYS protect your interests 
• Because you probably didn’t learn about capitalism in school 

 
To make sure you know what SUCCESS looks like, and how to achieve it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DOES SUCCESS LOOK LIKE UNDER CAPITALISM? 
 

Lots of people dream of being Jay Z or 
Bill Gates, and being rich 

 
 

Why Capitalism and not Socialism? 
• Capitalism isn’t going anywhere, no matter what anyone 

tells you or wishes for 
• If you don’t learn to succeed in Capitalism, you won’t 

succeed in this country - You need to pay your bills TODAY 
• Dreaming about a different system won’t help you get 

ahead in the world as it is, in our capitalist system 
• You can succeed in Capitalism and accumulate wealth 

You can advance 
the Cause is by 
earning your own 
pile of money and 
taking control of 
your financial life 

But most people that have money got 
it the old-fashioned way  

• They got a job, a spouse and 
they started saving every month 

• They bought a house and took 
care of their house and cars 

• They avoided doing foolish 
things with their savings 

If you put $1,000 a year - $84 a 
month – into a mutual fund every 
year for 40 years, you will have 
$217,000 in savings after 40 years 
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Retiring with your house and car paid 
for, Social Security and money in the 
bank means you have succeeded in 

CAPITALISM 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

The most important part of being a Capitalist is  
PROTECTING YOUR INTEREST 

 

Every day, in every situation, Capitalists focus on 
PROTECTING THEIR INTERESTS, because they know 
that no other person will do it for them 
 
Capitalists are always aware of their WIIFM, and 
the WIIFM of the people they are trying to get 
something from 

 
 
Asking “What’s in it for me?” Is hard for most of us to do 

 We don’t like conflict or confrontation 
 We don’t want to seem greedy or ungrateful 
 We don’t want to be disappointed 
 It’s just hard to step up and protect your interests 

 
 
Historical factors can make it harder for African Americans, and particularly 
African American Men, to protect their interests 

• Historically a Black Man trying to protect and advance his interests was seen as a threat 
and could be targeted or kept from succeeding 

• Because African Americans couldn’t aggressively work to get the best deal they had to 
rely on people’s sense of fairness, on a deal that protected both sides 

• The Church (rightly) stresses the spiritual and distrusts greed 
• The lingering impact of racism in society and your mind 

 
 

A GOAL OF WHITE SUPREMACY WAS TO KEEP AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN CAPITALISM 

 
BECAUSE CAPITALISM IS THE PATH TO POWER 

“WIIFM” – “What’s in it 
for me?  Is the most 
important question 
Capitalists ask 
themselves every day 

It’s easy to 
talk about 
“WIIFM”, hard 
to actually ask 
it of someone 

The average person will earn over 
$1 million in their lifetime, many as 
much as $2 million.  HOW MUCH 
will you have left when you retire? 
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The legacy of White Supremacy continues in a lot of ways 

 Fewer role models in the community 
 Less access to learning 
 In your mind 

 
Don’t let the History Control You 

• Acknowledge that the extra pressure is there 
• Be aware that it shapes all of us 
• Be aware of how it might seep into your thoughts 
• Be aware of HOW it shapes your actions: 

• It keeps you from standing up for yourself 
• It keeps you from protecting your interests  

 
Always be CONSCIOUS of protecting your interests 
 
 

MOST OF ALL – LEARN TO THINK LIKE A CAPITALIST 
 
What does it take to accumulate wealth?  

• Anyone can learn it – that means you 
• You need basic grade school math  
• Easier if you’re smart, but not required  
• Perseverance is required 
• Character is most important of all 

 
 
WE WANT YOU TO THINK LIKE A CAPITALIST 
 
What does it mean to think like a Capitalist? 

• Always remember only you protect your interests 
• Success and failure are measured in cash  
• Always be on the lookout for opportunities 
• Always be on the lookout for relationships 
• Learn, learn, learn, and then learn some more 
• Expect to fail, learn and adjust 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the goals of the 
program is to get you in 
the habit of thinking about 
your own WIIFM, “What’s 
in it for me?”, every day. 
To NOT BE SHY about 
protecting yourself 

You’ve got the skills you need – 
you just have to put your mind 
to it – you have to Think like a 
Capitalist 

The Capitalists’ Creed 
* I am a Capitalist 
* Only I protect my interests 

* I measure success and failure 
in dollars and cents 

* I never stop building 
relationships 

* I never stop looking for 
opportunities 

Opportunities come from Other People.  When you 
meet someone, they FORM AN OPINION OF YOU IN 
7 SECONDS.  A Capitalist is always ready – you 
never know who might have an opportunity 


